


About	The	Metropolitan	Beaches	Commission	

The	Metropolitan	Beaches	Commission	was	created	by	the	
Legislature	in	2007,	reconvened	in	2013	and	made	permanent	in	
2015.	It	is	Co-Chaired	by	Senator	Brendan	Crighton	and	Rep.	
RoseLee	Vincent,	and	managed	by	Save	the	Harbor/Save	the	Bay.		
	
The	MBC’s	mission	is	to	conduct	an	annual	review	of	the	
Commonwealth’s	public	beaches	in	Lynn,	Nahant,	Revere,	
Winthrop,	East	Boston,	South	Boston,	Dorchester,	Quincy	and	Hull	
and	report	its	findings	and	recommendations	to	the	Legislature,	the	
Administration	and	the	public	



MBC	Commissioners	
•  Senator	Brendan	Crighton	

	Co-Chair,	Third	Essex	
•  Representative	RoseLee	Vincent	

	Co-Chair,	Sixteenth	Suffolk	
•  Mounzer	Aylouche	

	Deputy	Harbormaster,	Swampscott	
•  Barbara	Bishop	

	Speaker	DeLeo’s	Office	
•  Senator	Joseph	Boncore	

	First	Suffolk	and	Middlesex	
•  Paul	S.	Grogan	

	The	Boston	Foundation	
•  Douglas	S.	Gutro	

	Quincy	Resident	
•  Susan	Hamilton	

	Department	of	Conservation	and	Recreation	
•  Carol	Haney	

	Revere	Resident	
•  Representative	Daniel	Hunt	

	Thirteenth	Suffolk	
•  Daniel	C.	Kenary	

	Harpoon	Brewery	
•  Senator	John	F.	Keenan	

	Norfolk	&	Plymouth	
	

	
•  Edward	M.	Lambert	
	University	of	Massachusetts	Boston	
•  Manny	Lopes	
	East	Boston	Neighborhood	Health	Center	
•  Representative	Adrian	Madaro	
	First	Suffolk	
•  Chris	Marchi	
	East	Boston	Community	Advocate	
•  Jason	McCann		
	Hull	Resident	
•  Representative	Joan	Meschino		
	Third	Plymouth	
•  Paul	F.	Nutting	
	Savin	Hill	Shores,	Dorchester	
•  Senator	Patrick	O’Connor	
	Plymouth	and	Norfolk	
•  Kenny	Ryan	
	McDonough	Sailing	Center,	South	Boston	
•  Robert	Tucker	
	Friends	of	Lynn	and	Nahant	Beach	
•  Representative	Donald	Wong	
	Ninth	Essex	
	



Key	MBC	Findings		
and	Recommendations:	

•  DCR	needs	additional	funds	for	staff,	maintenance	equipment,	new	
management	systems	and	information	technology,	and	capital	
improvements	
	

•  Better	beaches	require	better	programming;	free	beach	events	and	
programs	are	critical	to	enhancing	the	enjoyment	of	the	beaches	for	
people	of	all	ages	
	

•  Better	connections	to	and	from	the	beaches	and	to	the	harbor	islands	are	
needed—public	transportation,	ferry	services,	and	for	bicyclists	and	
pedestrians	
	

•  Water	quality	improvements	and	additional	testing	are	still	needed	on	
several	beaches	

•  Ongoing	involvement	by	the	Metropolitan	Beaches	Commission	is	needed	
to	ensure	that	improved	conditions	on	the	beaches	are	maintained,	and	
more	progress	is	made	

	



Key	Accomplishments		
Since	2007,	the	Commission	has	conducted	25	public	hearings	at	the	State	
House	and	in	9	waterfront	neighborhoods	from	Nahant	to	Nantasket.	
	
It	also	issued	two	public	reports,	in	2008	and	2014,	which	have	served	as	a	
blueprint	for	investment	in	improved	management,	maintenance	and	free	
events	and	programs	on	the	Metropolitan	Region’s	public	beaches	in	Lynn,	
Nahant,	Revere,	Winthrop,	East	Boston,	South	Boston,	Dorchester,	Quincy	
and	Hull.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Key	Accomplishments		
Capital	Investments	

	
•  Secured	$20	million	in	the	2018	Environmental	Bond	
Bill	for	the	next	phase	of	capital	improvements	to	the	
Metropolitan	Beaches.	
	

•  	Secured	$20	million	to	help	communities	address	the	
persistent	pollution	problems	that	still	close	some	area	
beaches.		
	
These	funds	have	been	authorized,	but	have	not	yet	
been	appropriated	or	scheduled.	
	



Water	Quality	Report	Card	
Each	year,	with	the	support	of	EEA,	DEP,	DPH,	DCR,	and	our	Beaches	Science	
Advisory	Committee,		Save	the	Harbor/Save	the	Bay		issues	a	report	card	on	water	
quality	on	15	public	beaches	in	9	communities.	Here	are	the	results	for	2017.		



Key	Accomplishments	
FY	2019	Budget	

	
•  With	the	support	of	the	House,	the	Senate,	and	the	
Baker-	Polito	Administration,	the	Commission	secured	
$1.235	million	dollars	for	staff	and	maintenance	of	the	
Metropolitan	Region’s	public	beaches	
	

•  This	includes	$190,000	to	support	Save	the	Harbor/
Save	the	Bay’s	Better	Beaches	Program	Partnership	
with	the	Department	of	Conservation	&	Recreation,	
local	government	and	beaches	Friends	Groups	to	
support	free	events	and	programs	on	public	beaches	
from	Nahant	to	Nantasket.	

	
	



Better	Beaches	Program	Partnership		
With	DCR	and	the	Boston	Circus	Guild			

Save	the	Harbor/Save	the	Bay	launched	our	Better	Beaches	Program	in	2008	to	help	
local	communities	and	beaches	friends	groups	create	and	sustain	free	events	and	
activities	on	the	region’s	public	beaches	from	Nahant	to	Nantasket,	as	recommended	
by	the	Metropolitan	Beaches	Commission.	

•  In	2018,	with	funds	from	the	Harpoon	Shamrock	Splash	and	additional	support	from	
DCR,	our	Better	Beaches	Program	Partnership	awarded	more	than	$200,000	in	small	
grants	and	organizational	support	to	35	groups	which	hosted	70	events	in	9	
beachfront	communities	and	waterfront	neighborhoods	from	Nahant	to	Nantasket.	
	

•  Save	the	Harbor	will	accept	proposals	for	the	next	round	of	Better	Beaches	Program	
grants	later	this	year.	For	more	information,	contact	info@savetheharbor.org	

	



Life’s	A	Beach	Festivals	



2018	Better	Beaches	Program	Partnership		
Discover	Quincy	and	the	Friends	of	Wollaston	Beach		

Life’s	A	Beach	in	Quincy!	
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Key	Findings	–	2007	
Quincy	

•  What’s	Working	Well:	
•  •	Beautiful	views	of	city	skyline	and	harbor	islands	
•  •	Beach	is	an	active	public	space—draws	a	diverse	group	for	many	uses	
•  •	Easy	accessibility	for	pedestrians	and	bikers	
•  •	Capital	improvements—new	seawall	and	Brett	Bathhouse	
•  •	Natural	beauty—trees,	bird	life,	sunrises,	dune	grass	

	
•  What’s	Not	Working:	
•  •	Water	is	not	clean	consistently,	better	flagging	is	needed	
•  •	Landscaping	and	maintenance	is	poor—sidewalk	weeds,	trash	on	beach	
•  •	Need	more	programming	and	events—historical	signage,	fireworks,	

movies	
•  •	Need	more	police	presence	for	safety	and	rules	enforcement	
•  •	Speeding	traffic	on	Quincy	Shore	Drive	is	hazardous	
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Key	Findings	–	2014	
Quincy	

NEEDS	AND	OPPORTUNITIES	
•	Dogs	and	dog	waste	are	still	a	problem	
•	Pilayella	littoralis,	a	brown	nuisance	algae,	may	be	a	problem	on	this	beach	
•	Dredging	and	sand	replenishment	may	both	be	required	in	time	
•	Biking	is	increasingly	popular	but	can	be	difficult	and	dangerous	
•	Grass	and	weeds	are	taking	over	parts	of	the	beach	
•	More	trash	and	recycling	receptacles	are	needed	
	
CAPITAL	IMPROVEMENT	
•	Support	for	continued	improvements	to	water	quality	
•	Transform	Squantum	Point	Park	into	a	ferry	hub	and	island	gateway	
•	Create	a	playground	on	Wollaston	Beach	
•	Provide	a	dog	park	on	Wollaston	Beach	



Key	Findings	–	2014	
Quincy	

EVENTS	AND	PROGRAMS	
•	An	international	food	and	music	festival	
•	A	bicycle	race	from	Wollaston	to	Squantum	Point	Park	
•	Continue	DCR	in-kind	support	and	provide	additional	DCR	financial	
support	for	free	programs	
	
CONNECTIONS	AND	OTHER	INITIATIVES	
•	Extend	walking	trails	around	the	Wollaston	Beach	area	and	the	rest	
of	Quincy	
•	Create	more	paths	and	bike	lanes	along	Quincy	Shore	Drive	
•	Dredging	to	maintain	access	to	the	yacht	clubs	
•	Provide	ferry	service	from	Squantum	Point	Pier	to	the	harbor	islands,	
airport	and	downtown	Boston	



And	now	it	is	time	to	hear	from	you!	

Please	write	your	name	on	your	stickies!	



Next	Steps	

You	can	find	copies	of	the	Commission’s	reports,	
notes	from	this	and	other	hearings	and	other	

useful	documents	at		
www.savetheharbor.org/MBC	

	
For	more	information	or	to	submit	written	
comments,	email	mbc@savetheharbor.org	

	
Sometimes,	Life	Really	is	a	Beach!	




