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Friends of Lynn and Nahant Beach

Representative Nick Collins, a Commissioner from South Boston, said it’s the partnerships with the state and city that have helped create the beaches we have today. He thanked fellow Commissioner and South Boston resident Kenny Ryan, who created opportunity for children’s sailing programs at the Harry McDonough Sailing Center. 

Next, Bruce Berman of Save the Harbor / Save the Bay, said beaches are remarkable asset to the city and region. He said one remarkable thing about South Boston is that he sees previous participants as well as new ones with their kids. Save the Harbor/Save the Bay has a relatively efficient approach. Bruce said that DCR wanted to do their job, but there were obstacles, such as lack of equipment and resources. If you take a drive from Nantasket to Nahant, you can see the difference. However, he said there are still challenges. He then gave a brief description of the stickies process.

South Boston Hearing Stickies

August 6th, 2013

At the Metropolitan Beaches Commission’s South Boston community hearing, 303 stickies were collected. Out of all the comments, 117 described what was effective while 186 discussed what needed improvement. The resident’s feedback touched on such topics as the continual improvement in water quality to the need for a dog friendly beach during the summer months. 

As it was in 2007, the issue of maintenance was a concerning topic for many South Boston residents. While many responses commended the beaches sand and water quality, the positive remarks were overshadowed by the need for more frequent trash pickups and repairing of the area’s walkways. Another heavily discussed topic was the need for better public safety. Though residents have seen slight improvements in police presence since the last hearing, many still felt the beach’s night patrols were inadequate. Other occupants saw a need for better lighting and removal of homeless people to increase public safety. The issue of traffic and parking was also highly discussed, with the setup of road races and lack of transportation being the key problems. One final, and heavily debated, topic was the potential installment of a year round dog park on the beach. 
A new topic of discussion for the commission this year was the creation of a dog friendly beach in South Boston. Many stickies showed to be in favor of establishing a dog friendly portion of the beach, especially in the summer months. One resident even suggested the rocky area between Castle Island and the Sugar Bowl as an ideal spot. However, multiple responses opposed the allowance of dogs, suggesting it would crowd and dirty the beach. With every negative comment concerning the dog park, a positive response followed.
Overall, much of what was not working in 2007 slightly improved or stayed the same over the years. While poor maintenance and night patrols are consistent problems for the residents of South Boston, the beach’s water quality and aesthetics never seem to decline. This years hearing gathered both new and old responses that could help the Metropolitan Beaches Commission make South Boston residents have a beach they could be proud of.
South Boston MBC Hearing


August 6, 2013


Minutes and Sticky Summary








Present: Co-Chair Senator Tom McGee, Co-Chair Representative Kathi-Anne Reinstein, Representative Nick Collins, Kenny Ryan, Senator John Keenan, Paul Nutting, Barbara Bishop, Mark Cullinan, Joan Meschino, Samantha Overton, Manny Lopes, Mark McGonegle of Councilor Bill Linehan’s office, Sean Regan of Mayor Tom Menino’s office, Jake Bombard, Steven Smalley, Bruce Berman, Patty Foley, Liz Gunderson, Susan Woods, Margaret Poydock, Jacqueline Sussman, Vick Mohanka, Mark Thompson 


Co-Chair Senator McGee opened the meeting. He said this is the fifth MBC hearing this year. He discussed the beach tour that commissioners went on prior to the hearing. He said it gave them a chance to see the improvements since the MBC’s first inquiry in 2006, such as an increase in staff and better quality of the beach. Senator McGee said that although improvements have been made and the Boston Harbor Region has great resources, there is still work to be done. He said this hearing is an opportunity how to bring Boston’s beaches from good to great, and also how these beaches can be preserved for residents both locally and from surrounding communities. 


Co-Chair Representative Reinstein said the Metropolitan Beaches Commission was formed because so many beaches were in disarray and residents felt disrespected. Now, Boston residents are banding together to create improvements for beaches. She said this second phase of the MBC is to built upon the improvements from 2006. Using South Boston as an example, she said that the area had some of the dirtiest beaches, but now they are great. Maintenance needs to continue to be great and improve. South Boston has a great delegation such as Nick Collins. 
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