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Kathi-Anne Reinstein, commission cochairwoman, speaks at Revere Beach last week.

REVERE — A state commission that pushed for increased funding six years ago
to clean up state-run beaches in Revere, Winthrop, Nahant, and Lynn is
reconvening this summer to meet with local officials and residents to get feedback
on how to further improve the beaches.

“Part of the whole process was more accountability,” said Revere state
Representative Kathi-Anne Reinstein, who serves as co-commissioner of the
Metropolitan Beaches Commission with Lynn state Senator Thomas McGee.

Last week, Reinstein, McGee, and more than 100 others met in Revere at the first
of nine planned commission hearings. The group, working with the nonprofit Save
the Harbor/Save the Bay, will cull ideas, complaints, and recommendations from
the hearings, and release a report later this year on the state of the beaches in
Revere, Winthrop, Nahant, Lynn, East Boston, South Boston, Dorchester, Quincy,
and Hull.

In 2006, the state Legislature created the commission after residents, along with
city and state officials, became frustrated with the way many state-run beaches



were being maintained. The commission’s 2007 report created a checklist of
existing beach problems and also capital work projects that needed to be done.

Since then, the Department of Conservation and Recreation, which maintains the
state beaches, has added dozens of new employees, designated beach managers
and crews to work on specific beaches, and allocated over $30 million for capital
projects.

At last week’s meeting, most felt that the commission’s major recommendations
from the 2007 report had been addressed. Six years ago, residents in Winthrop
asked the state to rebuild Winthrop Beach, which had lost most of its sand to
erosion; last year, work on the $20 million beach restoration project began. In
2007, Revere residents and elected officials complained about dirty sand, poor
trash maintenance, and dirty water at Revere Beach; these days, DCR crews take
away the trash every morning and have purchased equipment to rake and clean the
sand regularly.

“The difference in what people see on the beach right now as compared to prior to
2006 when the Metropolitan Beaches Commission was formed is just incredible,”
said Revere Mayor Dan Rizzo at last week’s meeting. “I just pray that it continues
to go the way it does. The DCR has been phenomenal.”

Samantha Overton, DCR deputy parks director, said state funding for the beach
maintenance and the new coastal projects has changed the look of the beaches.
“Stable funding is the key,” said Overton, who said the DCR reorganized its
maintenance staff after the report, hired beach managers, and designated crews to
clean the beaches with new equipment.

Six years ago, Nahant and Lynn residents had numerous complaints about those
beaches, testifying to the commission about the poor condition of the Nahant
Causeway, the Lynn Beach bathhouse, infrequent trash pickup, and also poor sand
quality. In addition, people asked the commission to find a way to eliminate the
odor from algae that washed up on the beaches.

Since then, the DCR has addressed all of those issues, said McGee. “We made
great progress in 2007, really highlighting the need for resources, both in
employees and equipment, and I think we want to continue that momentum.” he
said

After almost three years of roadwork, the DCR is finishing up a $22 million
project to reconstruct the Nahant Causeway, the only road that links the town to
the mainland. Also, since 2008, the DCR has spent about $150,000 a year to send
a team of workers in front-end loaders to scoop up the algae every morning on the
two beaches from April to November, eliminating the smell along Lynn Shore



Drive. DCR has also stepped up its beach maintenance, removing trash daily.

“The process worked, and [ would say it’s like night and day. It’s a major, major
improvement,” said Robert Tucker, a commission member and president of the
Friends of Lynn & Nahant Beach.

Part of the meeting in Revere included a period where people met in small groups
to write down things that were working well along Revere Beach, as well as things
they hoped to change or add.

Most people praised the water and sand quality, and the beach maintenance. One
of the biggest complaints focused on the increase of piping plovers, an endangered
bird species, that nest in protected areas along Revere Beach.

“The big issue is the plovers,” said Toni Esposito, a resident who attended the
meeting. “They’re taking up too much of the beach and people are annoyed.”

Bruce Berman, a spokesman for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay, said the public
might have to accept that the beach has become a haven for the birds.

“I think it’s coming to terms on how you manage a resurgent species that’s also
threatened. It’s going to be challenging,” he said.

The next commission meeting will be held at 6 p.m. July 16 at North Shore
Community College in Lynn.



