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While it would have been nice to have all the amenities that the project encompasses this summer, he reminded people that projects of this size take time. Senator Petruccelli said that shoreline protection was a major issue and will continue to take time to address. He finished by saying that the Commission heard loud and clear from people about the need for programming and access. Senator Petruccelli introduced Bruce Berman of Save the Harbor / Save the Bay. 

Bruce started by saying that people at the hearing were there because they love their beach. He said residents have been very patient about the renourishment project and he knows how happy people will be once it’s complete. Bruce acknowledged that people would have specific questions about the phasing and the project; he said residents should have faith in their representatives because they will get it done.  
A resident then asked Bruce about the boulders that were installed along the beach. 
Commissioner Sam Overton of DCR said the primary intention of the boulders was a shoreline protection project and beach beautification was secondary. The boulders are a temporary means of protection for homes and the road along the beach. She said that down the line there will be structural changes to make that a nicer sidewalk and road. 
Bruce Berman then introduced David Spillane of Goody Clancy. David explained the process of the break-out groups and stickies. 
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Sticky Summary

At the Metropolitan Beaches Commission’s Quincy community hearing, 161 stickies were collected. Out of all the comments, 56 described what was effective while 105 discussed what needed improvement. The resident’s feedback touched on such topics as the removal of trash to the infamous piping plover. 

As it was in the 2007 hearing, the maintenance of Winthrop beaches was the main topic of concern. Many residents spoke of the need for more frequent trash removal as well as the clearance of weeds and rodents located on the beach. Residents also felt that sand quality had seen little to no improvement since the last report. A topic that was reviewed as both a maintenance and public safety issue was the Winthrop community’s storm protection and drainage systems. While some comments saw the use of rocks and the seawall as a sufficient strategy, others felt there was a lack of defense. Another issue of protection concerned the near endangered piping plover. Few residents saw the birds protected nesting grounds as a sign of a healthy beach, with majority of attendees commenting on how plovers are overcrowding and diminishing the size of Winthrop beaches. 
Despite the many comments describing what needed to be improved upon, there were several positive issues that were discussed as well. The continual favored issue of discussion was the aesthetics of Winthrop’s beaches, with many stickies commenting on the magnificent ocean views. Accessibility to and from the beach was typically seen as an issue that was working well. As it was in 2007, the water quality of the beach was viewed in a positive light. Many residents also took pleasure in the fact that the beach was being put to use by walkers, swimmers, and surfers. However, while stickies spoke of positive aspects of Winthrop’s beaches, the amount of issues in need of improvement overshadowed the good. 
Compared to 2007 responses, much of what was and was not working stayed the same. Maintenance of trash and sand quality continued to be the main topics of what needed to be improved and the oceanic views were perpetual seen as favorable. A new topic of discussion concerned the habitat of the piping plover, which many residents saw unfavorable.
This years hearing gathered both new and old responses that could help the Metropolitan Beaches Commission give Winthrop residents beaches they could be proud of. 
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Present: Co-Chair Senator Tom McGee, Co-Chair Representative Kathi-Anne Reinstein, Speaker Robert DeLeo, Senator Petruccelli, Paul Nutting, Samantha Overton, Barbara Bishop, Carol Haney, Kip Becker, Mark Cullinan, Bob Tucker, Town Manager James McKenna, Town Council President Peter Gill, Councilor Linda Calla, Councilor Larry Powers, Councilor Boncore, Councilor DelVento, Police Chief Terrence Delahanty, Fire Chief Paul Flannigan, Fred Laskey- Executive Director of MWRA, Steven Smalley, Bruce Berman, Liz Gunderson, Iris Ayala, Jacqueline Sussman, Ryn Miake-Lye





Co-Chair Representative Reinstein opened the meeting by saying each beach front community has unique and individual needs but the Commission has found there are many similarities too. There has been a lot of progress since the MBC’s first inquiry but there is still more to do. 





Co-Chair Senator McGee said the MBC found some serious problems with all the beaches in the communities they visited in 2006, and that all of those areas have made some great progress. He said they now need to look at how they could continue to build upon that progress and make Boston Harbor Region’s beaches a national model for quality and recreation. 





Speaker of the House, Robert A. DeLeo, state representative from Winthrop, spoke next. He said it was wonderful to see such a large crowd come to discuss their beach. Speaker DeLeo said there has been over $25million appropriated to Winthrop Beach Rehabilitation Project. Phase 1 of the project has been completed in the southern part of the beach, Phase 2 is beginning, Phase 3 will be trucking in sand and the final phase is the reconstruction of the draining system, lighting, benches, etc. He said the project will be completed by the end of 2014. 





Commissioner Senator Anthony Petrucelli joked that he was glad the Speaker provided an update before the he spoke and hopefully put some fears at ease. Senator Petruccelli said when they announced the project a few years back, they knew it would be a lengthy process. 


																	(Over) 
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